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SUCH AS MOTLEY CRUE AND MANY, MANY MORE. 
WE'VE MOVED TO A NEW LOCATION 


OUR NEW ADDRESS (5 2633 NOLENSVILLE RD. 
NASHVILLE, TENN. 57211 


THE FINEST STUDIO CUSTOM FREE HAND 


IN THE EASTERN U.S.A. · TATTOOING 
AT IT’S FINEST 


OVER | MILLION DESIGNS 


PHONE 615-256-2908 
WE'RE МО. І AND WE CARE! 


By Jim Pisaretz 
Editor, Tattoo Magazine 


> | | et's play а game. Can you пате what has had 


the most significant effect on tattooing in the 
past few years, and will continue to have an even 
greater effect on the art in years to come? 

If you answered new advances in technique, 
state-of-the-art equipment or better pigments, you 
were wrong. | 

The single most significant factor that has 
changed tattooing, and will continue to change it, is 
the unprecedented advances made this century in 
the field of communications. No one can deny that 
the electric tattoo gun turned the art around 
completely. However, for years tattooing was 
essentially a closed art. Artists learned what they 
could, when they could, from other artists. The art 
advanced primarily by word-of-mouth. The 
average person knew very little about tattooing 
other than the widespread misconception that tattoo 
shops were located on the 'bad' side of town, had 
a family member who got a tattoo while in the 
service, or they'd seen tattoos on friends or co- 
workers. Past that, a blank wall. 

Similarly, in the past, tattoo artists were limited 
to what knowledge they could pick up along the 
way. However, this is no longer the truth. As the 
song goes, "the times they are a-changing." Today, 


. any artist can pick up a phone and call another artist 


anywhere in the world. They can share whatever 
knowledge they want or need to about tattooing. 
Not long ago this would have taken either a long 
letter (which lacks the spontanaity of a phone call) 
or necessitated a long and expensive trip. The 
phone is an obvious example, but what about the 
movies? | 

A lot of artists weren't particularly thrilled by the 
Bruce Dern film "Tattoo," yet it exposed thousands 
and thousands of moviegoers to the art who might 
never have looked into it on their own. Think back 
over the films you've seen that had characters who 
sported tattoos. The bad-guy boxer in Charles 
Bronson's "Hard Times," all those trashy, 
stereotyped biker movies, Rod Steiger in the title 
role of Ray Bradbury's "The Illustrated Man," to 
name but a few. No matter what the context, 
tattooing has been filtering through movies for 
years, at the same time broadening public exposure 
of the art. 
TV is just beginning to have its effect on 
tattooing. A number of PBS stations have shown 


independent videos on the art. Many stars, like 
Brian Keith, in the TV series "Hardcastle and 
McCormack," show off their tattoos on-screen. 

Think back to the tattoo conventions you've | 
attended. How many ТУ news cameras were there? 
How many interviews did they do with artists? 
How many private videos (which change hands 
many times among fans and artists) were made? If 
a tattoo convention is held on Saturday afternoon, 
you can bet you'll see it that evening on at least 
three of the local TV newscasts, at six and again at 
eleven. Once again, thousands are exposed to the 
art when they otherwise wouldn't have been. 

How many of you have watched MTV? Try 
counting the number of tattooed rock'n'roll stars 
you'll see in only a couple hours of viewing. 
Check out some of the rock&roll magazines like 
Cream or Rolling Stone. Every month, hundreds 
of thousands of copies of Cream sit оп 7-11 
counters and supermarket stands for thousands of 
people to see each day. What's on the cover? Ozzie 
Osbourne and his screaming gargoyle tattoo. Not 
the most savory image, but an image nonetheless. 
Whether or not you believe it, this exposure adds 
up. | 

More people are now aware of tattoos and 
tattooing than at any time in history. The fact that 
there's a market big enough to support this 
magazine is alone an indication of growing 
awareness. We wouldn't be possible without the 
many advances in communication that enable us to 
do all our typesetting, billing and filing by 
computer. We use overnight delivery to get our 
pages to the printer and they use the same to get the 
proofs back to us. If there's a problem at the 


` printers, we grab the phone, call 2,000 miles and 


get it fixed. 

The point is that we now live in a world where, 
when something happens on the other side of the 
globe that day, we watch it on TV that night. The 
world is as small as we choose to make it and it 
keeps getting smaller everyday. 

Think about all this a few years from now when 
you can buy or trade flash in the time it takes to dial 
the number, simply by using a computer and phone 
modem. 

Advanced communication through superior | 
American technology could be the re-birth of Д 
tattooing. | = 
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New York Body Art & Tattoo 
Society Convention............. 7 
This is a colorful group of tattoo 
fans and artists who get together 
every month and share their love of 
the art. 


АТГ: Diamond е... ¿iia ап. 14 
Alf Diamond has been a tattoo name 
in Frankfurt, Germany for more than 
thirteen years. His award-winning 
work is known all over the world. 


Ein ¿IE রিনি 18 

Here's what our readers think of what 
has been going in the magazine and 
the world of tattooing. 


Tuttoo-" KATES... Е. 22 
Courtesy cards from shops, artists 
and fans throughout the tattoo 
world. 


Chicago Tattoo 

COMPAR T а isa C ete ia ы 25 
The Windy City has its share of 
shops and artist. Here's a look at 
one of the better shops in town. 


Ink Spots...... ME o M 
News items, tattoo trivia, shop and 
event news and more. 


General Tattoos.................. 31 
Large pieces, small pieces and in- 
between pieces from artists in the 
United States, New Zealand, 
Germany and more. 


Mile High Tattoo Guide..... 38 
Here's a tour of of shops operating 
in the Denver area. If you don't 
know where to go for a tattoo there 
after reading this, you might as well 
just forget it. 


Tattooed: Ladies... 2: 45 
Women from all walks of life are 
getting tattooed now. Here's a look 
at everything from little cameo 
pieces to full coverage work worn 
by some of the prettiest canvases 
you'll ever see. 


Ж. 


Tattoo of Vengeance......... 50 
The Wolf was vicious, nasty and 
mean. Then one day he went for a 
special tattoo and met the Swamp 
Woman. He should've stayed back at 
the clubhouse. 


Dave's Tattooing................ 54 


Tattooing has become very popular 
in Great Britian. Dave's shop is in 
Cornwall and his customers from all 
over the island. 


Origins of a Style: 

New York Tattooing........... 58 
A hundred years ago New York was a 
thriving center for tattooing. A look 
back at how things were from the 
era of the tall ships until electricity 
changed the art. 


LAO BLU. seo ee terna 64 

The first tattoo shop to open in the 
state of Montana, Tattoo Art is still 
going strong today. 


Tattoo Kartoons. ооо 68 
Kartoon antics from the demented 
drawing board of staff funnyman 
Paul Jamiol. 


Tattooing & the Outlaw..... 70 
Tattoo Bob of Power Cell 
Productions examines the role 
tattooing has played in outlaw 
cultures, with emphasis on American 
prisons and blackwork. 


Prison, Klash....................... 75 
In prisons across the country, many 
inmates are practicing tattooing, 
most of it clandestinely and with 
great risk of punishment by the 
authorities. | 


Pushing! TIRE... 0 78 
Profiles of tattoo artists from all 
over the tattoo world. 
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TATTOO 
DIRECTORY 


THE TATTOOISTS LISTED HERE ARE DEDICATED TO THE ART OF TATTOOING. IF YOU HAVE BEEN 
LOOKING FOR A SHOP, TRY ONE OF THESE. TATTOOISTS: WANT TO BE LISTED IN THE DIRECTORY? 
SEND $35. TO: TATTOO, BOX 668, REDONDO BEACH, CA 90277 


ARIZONA 


SHELLY'S SKIN ART SALON 
3448 E. 1ST ST 

TUCSON, AZ 

(602) 325-7140 


CALIFORNIA 


GOODTIME CHARLIES 
3246 W. LINCOLN 
ANAHIEM, CA 

(714) 827-2071 


TWILIGHT FANTASY TATTOO 
3024 W BALL RD | 

ANAHIEM, СА 

(714) 761-8288 


КАКТ ВАКВА 
ВОХ 2695 
ANAHIEM, СА 
(714) 774-3259 


COLORADO 


EMPORIUM OF DESIGN 
2028 COLFAX 

DENVER, CO 

(303) 333-4870 


CONNECTICUT 


THE FINE LINE 
162 MAIN ST 
DEEP RIVER, СТ 
(203) 526-2011 


GUIDE LINE TATTOOS 
429 BURNSIDE AVE 

E. HARTFORD, CT 

(203) 289-2698 


DELAWARE 


LITTLE GARY'S TATTOOING 
1652 S DUPONT HWY RT 13 
DOVER, DE 

(302) 678-0409 


. RAINBOW MIKES TATTOO 


STUDIO 

‘TTS SOUTH DUPONT HWY 
NEW CASTLE, DE 

(302) 834-1652 
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FLORIDA 


SKIN ILLUSTRATIONS 
6440 B COLONIAL DR 
ORLANDO, FL 

(305) 275-5050 


INKSMITH AND ROGERS 
13554 ATLANTIC BLVD 
JACKSONVILLE, FL 


. (904) 249-0788 


ILLINOIS 


BREEZYS WORLD FAMOUS 
TATTOO STUDIO 

104 YATES ST 

RANTOUL, ILL 

(217) 893-4244 


SKIN GRAPHICS TATTOOING 
13781 LEYDEN 
CHICAGO, ILL 
(312) 660-7546 


MODERN TATTOOING 
731 N STH AVE : 
KANKAKEE, ILL 

(815) 932-8130 


INDIANA 


ROY BOYS PLACE 
3849 BROADWAY 
GARY INDIANA 
(219) 884-4965 


KANSAS 


EAST COAST AL'S 
STUDIO OF 
TATTOOING 

1507 CENTRAL AVE 
KANSAS CITY, KS 
(913) 321-1214 


MICHIGAN 


CREATIVE TATTOO 
BY SUZANNE 

106 E LIBERTY #7 
ANN ARBOR, MI 

(313) 662-2520 


MINNESOTA 


MILLER TATTOO 
3036 TH AVE М 
ANOKA, MINN 
(612) 427-3798 


1986 


MISSISSIPPI 


SAILOR MOSES 
CALIF. STUDIOS 
320 IBERVILLE DR 
BILOXI, MS 

(601) 435-7436 


NEW JERSEY 


THE INK SPOT 
260 MORRIS AVE 
ELIZIBETH, NJ 
(201) 352-5777 


SHOTZIE GORMAN 
470 HALEDON AVE 
HELEDON, NJ 


(201) 790-0429 


NEW YORK 


AL'S STUDIO 
8260 ELIOT AVE 


` MIDDLE VILLAGE, NY 


(212) 478-4556 


Г.С. FLY TATTOO STUDIO 
2628 RT 112 

MEDFORD, NY 

(516) 475-0497 


LARRY'S TATTOOING 
6935 OLD LYONS RD 
NEWARK, NY 

(315) 331-8801 


TATTOO DANNY 

SKIN ART TATTOO BOTIQUE 
613 LT. BRITAIN RD (RT 207) 
NEW WINDSOR, NY 

(914) 564-0677 


PENNSYLVANIA 


TATTOO ART BY SAVINI 
1215 HIGHLAND AVE 
CORAOPOLIS, PA 

(412) 264-6757 


TATTOO HUGH 
118 W STATE ST 
SHARON, PA 
(412) 347-4198 


TENNESSEE 


GOLDFINGERS TATTOO 
STUDIO 


2523A NOLENSVILLE RD 
NASHVILLE, TN 
256-2908 


TEXAS 


TATTOOS BY RANDY 
3531 E. LANCASTER 

FT WORTH, TX 

(817) 535-0082 


TATTOOING BY ADRIAN 
102 A HOLDER DR 

HURST, TEXAS 

(817) 282-8302 


TATTOOS BY HACK 
3805 S BUCKNER BLVD 
DALLAS, TX 

(214) 388-5213 


TATTOO ZONE 
7008 LONG DR 
HOUSTON, TX 
(713) 645-2756 


VIRGINIA 


TATTOOS BY DR. WHO 
RT 1 BOX 108 
CARROLTON, VA 

(804) 238-3553 


WISCONSIN 


TATTOOS BY RICK 
1105 BROADWAY 
GREENBAY, WIS 

(414) 432-3735 


AUSTRALIA 


WHISTLE STOP TATTOOS 
40 BRIDGE RD 
RICHMOND, VICTORIA 


GUAM 


LOW TIDE TATTOO CO. 
BOX 4092 

AGANA, GUAM 

HARVE ANGEL 


SCOTLAND 


TERRY WRIGLEY 

23 CHISOLM STREET 
GLASGOW, SCOTLAND 
(041) 552-5740 
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The meetings run from 7 to10 p.m. 
at the Sixth Sense Gallery at 525 
East Sixth Street between Avenues 
A and B in New York City. For 
just a small donation you'll see 
tattoo work from all over the world 
and meet a variety of tattoo people. 
Formed more than a year ago by 
Roger Kaufram, Tattoo Mike and 
Yuri Kapralov, the Tattoo & Body 
Art Society is growing stronger all 


the time. Things are kept 
interesting by changing the theme 
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THE TATTOO & Ворү ART SOCIETY OF NEW YORK 
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of the meetings month to month. costume party. There's always you can be sure of, they'll be 

One month might feature a lady's something good going on. ` interested in tattooing. 

body art fashion show, another The best part about the society is If you're ever in the area, make it 
month features photo exhibits of getting together with the great a point to stop in. You won't regret 
tattoo art and history and still people there. You never know who it. In fact, you'll be back month 
another month might feature a you might run into, but one thing after month to see what's new. 
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ANDINE SAILOR MOSES 
RENITA 


CALIFORNIA 
STUCIO 
320 Iberville Dr 


Biloxi, Miss. 
| ph. 601-435-7436 
Бабе acid Bast 
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CARD COLLECTOR 


Just picked up a copy of TATTOO 
IV and being a fan, I look forward 
to this magazine and any articles or 
photos of tattoos I see in other 
magazines. I'm also a collector of 
tattoo t-shirts and business cards. 
I've been writing letters to the 
various shops listed in TATTOO. 
I've pretty much worn out my 
writing hand, but my efforts have 
not been useless because my 
collection has grown. I would 
appreciate it if any shop could drop 
me a few cards and spare a few 
minutes of time to drop me a line. 
I'd like to brag about having a large 
collection of cards. 

D.B. Foster 

737 Pasqua Street 

Regina, Sask. 

Canada S4T 4K6 


THIS & THAT 


I really liked your latest issue of 
TATTOO. The articles about all the 


THE VERY FINEST IN 
PROFESSIONAL TATTOOING 


MODERN SANITARY 
STUDIO 


10,000 DESIGNS 
COVER-UPS 
CUSTOM WORK 


OPEN DAILY 
NOON TILL NINE 
CLOSED SUNDAY 

(302) 834-1652 


%-%-4-%-%-4-%-%-6-%-%-6-6-5-5-6-6-8-6-4-4 
а-г г аа 


shops were interesting. Тһе 
apprentice pages sure made me 
think more about the dedication it 
takes to be a good tattooist. I'd like 
to see some coverage on the up and 
coming New Orleans Convention. 
It ought to be a good one. Save the 
fiction and Nazi paraphernalia for 
your other rag. I mean, I found 
TATTOO in the art section. Your 
magazine can offer the coverage and 
respect these artists deserve. It's 
looking good, keep it up. 
Sheribear 

Roseville, CA 

We'll be in New Orleans this spring 
so you can look forward to more 
convention coverage. 


MOVIES 


I was wondering if there are any 
tattoo-type movies I can get on 
videocassettes. I've seen the one 
where Bruce Dern holds the girl 
prisoner and tattoos her as part of 
some sort of weird sex thing. Have 
you guys heard of any other movies 


eg 
77 58 в. Dupont Hwy. С 
New Castle, Belawstt 


or videotapes about tattooing itself? 
Please keep us on on these things. 
Jerry Dubeneck 

Port Chester, NY 

If you'll look through this issue 
you'll find an ad for NO 
BOUNDRIES, a tattoo video by 
Roy Boy at Badlands Studios in 
Gary , Indiana. There are also a 
number of others mentioned in our 
Ink Spots news section. 


CARE & FEEDING 


What is the best thing or things to 
do for a tattoo after the artist is 
finished and you're home from the 
shop? Are there anything special 1 
can do to keep from messing up the 
tat. The first time I got one, I went 
ош in the sun a couple of weeks 
later and you wouldn't believe what 
happened. 

T.J. McConnel 

New Haven, CT 

The best thing you can do is 
exactly what the artist tells you to 
do. Don't pick the scab, don't over- 


moisturize, don't expose a new 


tattoo to the sun. Most people have 
problems with tattoos because they 
don't follow the artist's advice, then 
come back wanting him to fix the 
problem. Don't expect the artist to 
do it for free. After all, he kept his 
part of the bargain. 


ART 


It's good to see a magazine like 
yours on the stands. I'm a 
businessman and it's necessary for 
me to keep the tattooed part of my 7 
life separate from my professional 
life. You won't find me at the pool, 
racketball or tennis courts with my 
fellow businessmen because they 
simply wouldn't understand. My 


Modern Cattaning 
131 N. Sth Ave. : Kankakee, IL. 60901 
(815) 932-8130 
Vrofessional Sterilized 
Equipment 


Member + National Tattoo Assoc. 
Open Tues. thru Fri. 1 to 6 p.m., 
Sat. 11 to 6 pm. - by appointment 


Tattoo Connection Newsletter 


Upon request with business card * For information 


` оп design sheets and other accesories, send $2.00. 


Connecticut! 
Close to Hartford, New Haven, 
New London 


PLENTY OF PHOTOS OF OUR 
WORK ON HANDI! 

Colorful precision tattooing in a 
clean comfortable studio. 
STERILE tubes & needles for each 


customer. xy 
| FREE TRANSPORT 7 
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E creative Cover Werk or Repaiciog | 
| Realistic Portratte Custom Lettering: 


KT rechand Ф rawing One of A Kind Designs | 
Over 50 Brilliant or Pastel Colors‘ 
x | High Detail All Black and Gray Work | 


| 5246 ис LINCOLN E 
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EAST COAST AL’S 
STUDIO OF TATTOOING 


Artistic "Cover Ups" 
Professional Single Needle Work 
Hospital Sterilization 
Modern Designs 

e Brighter Colors 
Internationally Known 


OPEN TUES..THRU SAT. 
Тє PM —8 FM. 
CLOSED SUN., MON. & HOLIDAYS 


1507 CENTRAL AVENUE, KANSAS CITY, KS. 
PHONE: (913) 321-1214 


The World's Best 
Equipped and 
Most Hygienic 


` TATTOO 
STUDIO 


is in 
Tidewater, Virginia 


1-804-238-3553 


Specializing in 
Coverups & 
Custom Designs 


Directions: Located at the 
stoplight, 2/2 miles South 
of the James River Bridge 


MILITARY GROUPS CALL FOR 
FREE TRANSPORTATION! 


10% Discount 
With This 
Flyer. 
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private life is different, but it hasn't 
been easy keeping these two lives 
separate. A magazine like yours 
will help break down some of the 
prejudices and misconceptions 
people have about body art. Keep 
up the good work and think ink. 
Name and address | 
withheld by request 

It's too bad you still have to put up 
with backward thinking in this day 
and age, but if your livelihood 
depends on not having tattoos and 
you still have the backbone to 
follow your own convictions, more 
power to you. 


TATTOO REMOVAL 


You always show cover-ups as the 
only way to get rid of a bad tattoo. 
What about having it removed? I've 
heard that there are laser techniques 
that can remove smaller tattoos 
such as those on the hands where a 
cover-up would draw even more 
attention. 

William George 

Los Angeles, CA 

There are such techniques and we 
plan on looking into tattoo removal 


í RY 
SÍ 97, 


EST,IN SUFFOLK 
1963 


FOR THOSE 


Gift Certificates 


* 9/2 
Specialize 


In "Kepoinwg ог 
Covering of Old 


THITDUS 


Traditional 5 Gray” - 
Custom Designs | 
Tiba tine Фа Cou) 


2628 Route 112 
Medford, L.I.NY 


(516) 4750497 


in our next issue. 


HOW TO TATTOO 


You might think this is a crazy 
idea, but I think I've found a way to 
solve the scratcher problem you've 
been writing about. A how-to 
tattoo video by a recognized artist 
or several recognized artists. It 
could be sold as a mail order 
diploma-type thing. So what do 
you think? 

Murry Alfred 

White Plains, NY | 
Sounds pretty dumb to us. 


TATTOO INSURANCE 


If you get a lot of expensive 
tattoos, is there a way to insure 
them? You never know, you could 
be in an accident or need an 
operation and there goes a few 
hundred, or maybe a few thousand 
dollars worth of body art. 

David D. Johnson 

NYC, NY SM x | / 
You'd have to shop around, but you AM 7 ১ 4 / APR 
could probably get Lloyd's of R 51. | \ ; A TF 
London. 
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60. QUEEN ST. 
DARTMOUTH 


Klaus Zimmerer 


Neue Amberger Straße 46 | 
8484 Grafenwöhr | | 0 
Tel. (09641) 1473 ~ 
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Confidential / Custom 
Call 832-4894 | 


Noon til 10 p.m. 


Mon. through Sun. 


1443 N. Main 
Sioux Falls, S.D. 
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FROM 
Tattoo Life Magazine 


AN OPEN LETTER 

to all of the dedicated tattoo 
Artists and Fans out there in 
Tattooland: 


Would you like to become a member of a world-wide tattoo organization? 


WA you like to receive a first-rate magazine dedicated to the Art of Tattooing, complete with 
photographs of tattoo artists and fans, from all over the world? 


Would you, as an artist, like to be kept up-to-date on all of the latest improvements in machines, 
color, flash, and all of the good things that are always coming into the Art? 


WA you like to correspond, swap pictures, swap calling cards, with fans and artists all over 
the world? 


IF THE ANSWER TO ANY OF THE ABOVE QUESTIONS IS YES, AND YOU WOULD LIKE TO 
RECEIVE A FULL-COLOR CERTIFICATE ENROLLING YOU AS A MEMBER OF THE TATTOO 
CLUB OF THE CONFEDERACY, JUST FILL OUT THE SUBSCRIPTION BLANK BELOW AND 
MAIL IT ALONG WITH $30.22 (USA ONLY) OR $35.22 (CANADA), $40.22 (EUROPE), 

OR $42.39 (ALL OTHER COUNTRIES). | 

* ALL OVERSEAS MAGAZINES ARE SENT FIRST-CLASS AIR MAIL. 


We will do the rest. Please, if you wish to be registered as an artist, send us some 
pictures of your work, along with some of your calling cards. We will not register you as 
an artist without sufficient proof that you are an artist. If you wish to be registered as a 
fan, just send us your subscription, along with a photograph of some of your work, if 
available. 


*** ТЕ IT WEREN'T FOR THE FANS, 
WHERE WOULD THE ARTIST BE? *** 


SEND U.S. CURRENCY OR MONEY ORDERS TO: 


TATTOO LIFE MAGAZINE 
110 Indian Alley 
Winchester, Virginia 22601 


NAME _ Artist — Fal 
Address | City 

State ER. CELA. Zn. a НИ? 

Tattoo Life Magazine 110 Indian Alley 
(703) 667-9050 Winchester, VA 22601 
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The Chicago 


Tattooing 
Company 


This is just a sample of the 
designs available. 


Artist Mark Miller hard at work. 


TATTOO - SUMMER 1986 25 


You'll find the shop in a 


funky old neighborhood 


at 922 Belmont Street in 
Chicago. 


Women really are getting more tattoos today. Some choose 
smaller tattoos in private places while others are 
adventurous enough to get full back pieces. 
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Pete Delmonico and Mark Miller do their 
thing with master artist Dale Grande, 
center, at the Chicago Tattoo Factory. 


Ne 


ла. হুর বাকা, 


“Ву Roy Boy 


The 
Chicago 


Tattooing 


Company 


Incorporated 


১১১১১১৩১১১১ 


After visiting this shop, it's easy to 
see why they call Chicago "The 
Windy City." The wind chill factor 
was 20 degrees below zero and still 
falling the day we decided to stop in 
and see Dale Grande, owner and 
chief tattooist of The Chicago 
Tattoing Co., Inc. Dale has been 
tattooing for more than twelve 
years now, having moved from 
New York to Chicago to study with 
Cliff Raven, who was the owner of 
Chicago Tattooing back then. 

The shop is located at 922 
Belmont Street, just north of the 
Loop and it fits right into the 
surrounding neighborhood. It's an 
area of specialty shops, taverns and, 


of sourse, skin designs. 

For more than two decades 
Chicago Tattooing has been an 
integral part of the Chicago 
tattooing scene. It has provided the 
background for the flamboyant 
colors of Tats Thomas, Cliff Raven 
and Buddy McFalls, names that are 
well remembered from the old days 
in Chicago. | 

This is one of those shops that 
upholds tradition. You go there 
because that's where your Dad got 
his tattoo, so did his Dad and it's 
where your kid will get his tattoo. I 
think that's what they call tattoo 
heritage. 

The artists at Chicago Tattooing 


offer a variety of designs that 
should shake up even the dullest 
imagination. Mark Miller and Pete 
Delmonico do their thing along 
with Dale. Now matter what you're 
looking for, stenciled work, free 
hand or cover-ups, they'll do it. 

For awhile now about forty- 
percent of their customers have 
been women. They love these guys. 
Their female customers have kept 
them busy doing lots of birds, 
hearts, flowers and, of course, a 
dragon or two. 


The word is: If you must visit 
the Windy City, go first class-- 
Chicago Tattooing. 
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941-А W., Division 
Arlington. Tx. 
Ph: 274-6561 
Hrs: Mon-Sat 
12 Noon-10 pm 


Oriental & 

Custom Designs 
West Coast Fine Line 
Completely Sterile 
Equipment | ` 
Privacy for Ladies 


OUR WORK 
SPEAKS FOR 
ITSELF!!! 
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PLUS hundreds of other Body Jewelry 
designs in SAFE surgical stainless and 
gold. Send $8 for our complete cata- 
log and color piercing magazine. 


After a long fight against the state 
of Indiana's draconian tattoo 
statutes, it looks like Kevin Brady 
is undergoing so many problems 
that he is, at least temporarily, out 
of business. We wish Kevin much 
luck in his fight and hope to see 
him back to pushing ink soon. 


Goldfinger, "World Famous Tattoo 
Artist of the Stars," has scooted 
down the road in Nashville to a new 
location. This guy likes 
Nolensville Road so much that he 
only moved a few blocks, from 
2100 to 2633. Everybody is invited 
by to help him inaugurate his new 
shop. 


There will be a feature in Tattoo 
6 about the National Tattoo 
Convention to be held in New 
Orleans at the end of March. Stay 
tuned for splendid photos along 
with interesting and informative 
news items.from this confab. 


Our friendly competition, Tattoo 
Life Magazine, will be hosting 
its 3rd Annual World Tattoo 
Convention in Knoxville, 
Tennessee from September 18-21. 
Their brochure says that "details 
will follow," so we'll pass ‘em 
along as they get to us. 


News Flash Of The Century [Or At 
Least The Week]: "No Boundaries," 
the ambitious new video by 
Badlands Productions, and narrated 
by world-famous screen extra, 
bodyguard and magazine publisher 
extraordinaire, Bob Bitchin, is 


breaking all sales records across the 
country. Priced at a mere $69.13 
(check or М.О. to Roy Boy's Place, 
3849 Broadway in Gary, Indiana 
46409), this bargain will not be 
available in retail stores. So don't 
be left out in the cold! Rush out 
and buy your very Own copy 

. RIGHT NOW!!! (Did I do good, 
Bob? Huh, huh?) 


The Japanese film, "Irezumi," (In 
Japanese with English sub-titles) is 
also proving to be a mover in the 
video market. This could be due to 
its more modest price of $59.95, or 
it could be because of the poster of 
the Japanese actress playing the 
lead. The poster is 22" x 32" and 
depicts her sitting on the floor, 


kimono beside her, with her full 
back-piece exposed. The video is 
available from The Movie Loft, 
Allen & Cooley Sts, Springfield, 
MA 01101, but you have to go to 
the Museum of Modern Art (or 
MOMA, as it's called in NYC) for 
the poster. MOMA's address is: 11 
West S3rd St, New York, NY 


10019. Poster price: a mere $10.00. 


Completing our sweep through 
filmland, we take a look at 
"Signatures of the Soul." Narrated 
by Peter Fonda, this film (also 
available on videocassette) is a 
brief, but absorbing history of the 
art of tattooing. You observe 
tattooists at work in places like 


. Samoa, Japan, Los Angeles, San 


Diego and San Francisco. Masters 


such as Ed Hardy, Cliff Raven, Jack 
Rudy, Lyle Tuttle and Doc Webb, 
as well as a "traditional" and a 
"new" Japanese master (who uses 
electronic equipment in the pursuit 
of his art) are featured. This is 
tattoo visual to the max! A movie 
you will be proud to show your 
tattooed as well as non-tattooed 
friends. 


The 3M Corporation, you know, 
the Scotch tape people, have come 
up with an automatic stencil maker 
that has to be seen to be believed. It 
makes a perfect stencil in seconds 
(four, to be exact) and can reduce or 
enlarge as needed. According to 
dealer Lou Robbins, this device can 
turn time that is otherwise lost 


WE ACCEPT VISA, MASTERCARD 
OR CERTIFIED MONEY ORDER 


< ї 
LL DESIGNS DRAWN FOR FINE LINE WORK is | 50) Ë < 
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MIDWEST FANTASY 


PRESENTS 


A LIMITED EDITION OF 
60 DESIGN SHEETS 
ONLY 200 COPIES AVAILABLE 
THESE WILL NOT BE REPRODUCED 


NONE ARE OVERSHADED 
SETS 1-6 $35.00 each 


Get all 6 - $175.00 
SET 6 CONSISTS OF 100 


MIDWEST FANTASY 
1112 W. MAIN 
UNION, MO 63084 
(314) 583-8418 


Purchase any 5 sets & get 6th set free! 
SILVER DOLLAR-SIZED PIECES 
DESIGNED WITH THE LADIES IN MIND 
ACT NOW! DON'T BE LEFT OUT! 
WE PAY POSTAGE & HANDLING 


ORDERS SHIPPED SAME DAY 
AS RECEIPT OF PAYMENT 
(SORRY NO C.O.D.) 
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doing preparation work into dollars 
in your pocket. Sound interesting? 
Find out more from Lou Robbins 
& Associates, 50 Old Orchard St, 
Old Orchard Beach, ME 04064, or 
call (207) 934-4090. 


Miscellaneous Notes on 
A.I.D.S. With all the 
misinformation presently being 
spread around about this very 
distressing disease, it's always time 
for the truth. Or at least the truth as 
far as medical science now knows 
it. There are four known basics 
about AIDS. First of all, AIDS is 
NOT spread through casual contact. 
What this means is that you don't 
pick up the disease from shaking 
hands with an AIDS victim or from 
any other casual activity such as 
talking with them or being in the 


30 TATTOO - SUMMER 1986 


same room. And that's another good 
point: AIDS is NOT an airborne 
virus. In fact, the AIDS virus is 
temperature-specific, which means 
AIDS CANNOT EXIST OUTSIDE 
THE BODY FOR MORE THAN A 
FEW SECONDS AT A TIME. 

Of course, on the down side, 
AIDS is contracted through 
intimate physical contact. This 
means you'd damned sure better 
know who you're doing it with or 
risk exposure to a known killer. 
Also depressing, and of special note 
to tattooists: AIDS is contracted 
through exchange of bodily fluids. 
Naturally this puts tattoo artists in 
a higher risk category. What it 
means for the industry in general is 
that we must ALL institute 
programs of tattoo hygeine 
sufficient to satisfy potential 
customers that they won't be 


picking up a deadly disease along 
with their shiny new tattoo. This is 
not something we should be slack 
about either. Every tattooist not 
already doing so, should institute : 
techniques that will put their 
clientele at ease concerning the 
dangers of AIDS relating to 
tattooing. Anyone wanting or 
needing more detailed information 
about AIDS can contact the Center 
for Disease Control in Atlanta, 
Georgia. These people are pros. 
They've handled things in the past 
like Legionaire's Disease, plus they 
were one of the first agencies to 
realize the significance of AIDS and 
push for more government funding 
to study it and hopefully come up 
with a cure. 

And that's your one-minute 
AIDS lesson for this issue. We 
don't mean to preach, just inform. 


ee 


Here's a look at some of the fine tattoo work going on 
human canvases all over the world. The pieces are large 
and small, intricate and simple, from famous artists and 
not so famous artists. If you have a piece of work you'd 
like to show off in this section, we would like to see it. 
Just send a 5x7 black & white print or a color slide of the 
` work. Be sure it's in focus. Make sure you include your | 
name, the photographer's name and, most important of 
all, the tattooist's name ON THE PHOTO. Send it to: 


Tattoo Magazine, General Tattoos, PO Box 668, Redondo 
Beach, CA 90277. 


| Tattoo By Lenny Duane, Port Murry, NJ 
Photo From Pulsating Paula 


UE — — а x Tattoos By Ed Hardy, San Francisco, 


zx 


CA 


TATTOO - SUMMER 1986 31 | 


4 


Tattoo By Adrian Cate, Hurst, TX 


Tattoo By Michael Chavez, San Francisco, Tattoo By Neil Grant, Minneapolis, MN 


Photo From Pulsating Paula 


Tattoo By Lenny Duane, Port Murry, NJ 


Tattoo By JC Fly, Medford, NY 


Tattoo By Craig Helmich, McKees Rocks, PA 
Photo From Wizard 


Tattoo By Jeanne, Lake Station, IN 


Tattoo By Roy Boy, Gary, IN 


Helmich, McKees 
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TX 


Papa San, Arlington, 


Tattoo By Baron Tattoo 


Tattoo By 
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Medford, NY 


Tattoo By Rahbe, Custom Skin Fantacies, 


Tattoo Outline By L.A. East, Lakeport, NH 
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MILE HIGH 


TATTOO GUIDE 


EMPORIUM OF DESIGN 


Here you'll meet partners Paul 
and Sugarbear, who set up shop 
back in 1978, making the 
Emporium possibly the oldest ` ` 
continuously-operated tattoo parlor 
in Colorado. 

According to Paul, they have the 
highest volume of business in 
Denver, averaging over 200 
customers a month. Now, this 
could be due to their excellent 
selection of flash (over 200,000 
designs to choose from). Or it could 
be because of the wide range of 
work offered, including blackwork, 
color, custom designs, cover-ups, 
touch-ups, even specialty work 
such as ear/body piercing. They are 
also seeing more and more requests 
for cosmetic tattoos, such as 
permanent eyeliner or lipstick. 

Of course, their high volume 


3-70 mmrav gie 


SALM 
; ND 


ee Я 


could also be because of Samson, 
who you see here perched on Paul's 
forearm. x 

In addition to skin work, Paul 
and Sugarbear also market a line of 
tattoo-related jewelry. Rumor has it 
that their rings, belt buckles and 
earrings are being worn by many of 
the other artists in the area. Says 
Theresa at the counter, "C'mon in 
and see why." u 

These are some prize-winning 
people, too. At the Houston 
Convention last September, the 
Emporium was awarded the plaque 
for Best Tattoo Shop. Later at the 
same convention, Sugarbear won an 
award for Best Black & White 
Design Sheet. Not too shabby. 

Sounds like a stop-off at the 
Emporium of Design might be well 
worth the trip. 
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One of the remaining Peter Tat-2 
Studios, the last of a string of 
Shops started by the late Peter 
Poulos that stretched from New 
York to Arizona, has been run for 
the last year by tattooist "John 
Boy" Walton. John Boy "appears" 
at Peter Tat-2, which is a fitting | 
descriptive, considering the style 
and character of this shop. 
Together with his assistant, 
Cindy Burmeister, they offer all 
forms of tattooing, with two > 
notable exceptions. Absolutely no 
work on drunks or overloads, and 
q c SR no body piercing. "Not for me," 
Бэ Бағ! ( says John Boy, "too weird. I'll stick 
T NT 1”? | to what I know.” With ten years 
experience behind a needle, he 
knows what he wants to do. 


MILE HIGH ` 
TTOO GUIDE 
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However you feel about that, this 
is a well-appointed tattoo shop. As 
is the case with most shops, space 
is at a premium, but John Boy and 
Cindy have done well, creating a 
comfortable atmosphere for their 

customers, mostly military from 
nearby Lowry AFB, and 
professional people, with a smaller 
percentage made up of skinheads 
and punks. 

. John Boy has been to most of 
the conventions, though he doesn't 
think it's been enough, so he'll 
keep going. Mostly he just likes 
traveling, and that ain't such a bad 
thing to like. 
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TATTOOING BY ROSINI 


MILE HIGH 


TATTOO GUIDE 


R. J. "Bobby" Rosini has been 
tattooing in Denver for almost ten 
years. This is his second shop. Like 
others, it's small, but he's done а 
lot to give it a neat, clean look 
while at the same time remaining 
kinda "homey." 

Bobby has worked with 
assistants before, but now prefers to 
work alone, offering thousands of 
designs, or custom work for the 
individual. x 

An award-winner himself, Bobby 
Rosini's work has appeared in 
several magazines, including 
BIKER Lifestyle and others. 
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Just up the road from Boulder, 
Eric has been running American 
Tattoo since 1981. He stresses 
cleanliness and privacy at his shop, 
offering both traditional as well as 
custom work. 

Taking his cue from his late 
teacher, Peter Poulos, Eric's by- 
word is: "If you must be tattooed, 
be tattooed by the best." 

Nuff said. 
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Since reassuming management of 
Ace Tattooing last September, 
Mike Turner and Mickey Kott have 
"changed everything completely." 
For one thing, there're two of them, 
both pushing ink, which makes for 
good business when the customers 
come. 

Mickey does most of the 
blackwork. A number of her 
designs are included in the wall of 
flash. According to Mike, she's "a 
great artist." The judges at the 
recent Houston Convention must've 
thought so too. She won one of the 
awards for Best Black & White 
Design Sheet. 

The bulk of the color work is 
done by Mike, who also reports 
that at least three-fourths of their 
business consists of bikers. "We 
like 'em and they like us." 
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TATTOO Magazine also 


publish the most true-to-life 

GENES, NO. biker magazine on the stands 
“ка” today. 
BIRER Lifestyle Magazine. 
Not one of those magazines that 
- shows wannabe's and never 
could be's what it's like to be a 
biker, but a magazine dedicated 
to the true man who lives a 
lifestyle around his motorcycle. 


THE ONLY MAGAZINE 
DEVOTED ENTIRLY TO THE 
LIFESTYLE OF THE BIKER, 
AND SHOWING THE TRUE 
BIKERS' WAY OF LIFE. NO 
FEATURE BIKES, NO 
TECHNICAL ARTICLES, JUST 
THE INSIDE VIEW OF THE 
FREE LIFESTYLE OF THE 
LAST AMERICAN OUTLAW. 


SUBSCRIBE 
JUST $24. FOR 
A FULL YEAR 
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= () OK, SEND ME 12 ISSUES OF BIKER LIFESTYLE. ENCLOSED IS $24. 


j] ( ) I'M REALLY WEIRD. SEND ME TWO YEARS (24 ISSUES. ENCLOSED IS $36.66. 
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m I SWEAR THAT I AM OVER 3 MONTHS OLD AND HAVE NEVER HAD SEX IN PUBLIC WITH MORE THEN THREE 


Tattoo By Mountain Tattoo, Knoxville, TN 


More and more ladies are decorating their bodies with skin art. People used to 
think that women only got little tattoos like flowers and butterflies. That just 
isn't the case. Women are sporting large tattoos, including full sleeve work, 
large back pieces and even full-coverage body work. It's a whole new world when 
it comes to the tattooed lady. We're looking for photos of women with tattoos. 
They should be in good taste. Black & white or color prints only. Each photo 
should have the photographer's name, the lady's name and, most important of 
all, the tattooist's name written on the back. Send your pictures to: 
TATTOO Magazine, Tattooed Ladies, PO Box 668, Redondo Beach, CA 90277. 


Tattoo By Jim Tatu, Arlington, TX 
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Tattoo By Jim's Tattoo, Hickory, NC 
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С Tattoo By Roy Boy, Gary, 
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he narrow path winding 

through the gloomy swamp 
finally ended. Ahead lay a small 
cabin, a crumbling, decaying place 
at the edge of the ruin. Green velvet 
moss grew thick on the logs and 
creeped in through a single small 
window. Exotic plants grew in 
clusters on top of a sod roof that 
looked in danger of collapsing at 
any moment. Slowly, but 
inevitably, the swamp was 
reasserting itself. 

The two bikers stopped, their 
Harleys echoing and reverberating 
through the silent swamp. One rider 
turned to the other. "You sure about 
this, Wolf?" 

The reply was cold and mocking. 
"Whatsamatter, your pussy hurt? 
You've been bitchin' like a little 
cunt ever since we left." 

The first rider said nothing, 
expecting a slap from Wolf at any 
second. Instead, the bigger man 
turned back toward the cabin. 


50 TATTOO - SUMMER 1986 


NCE 


"Who'd live in a dump like this?" 
he muttered. 
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It had started back in New 
Orleans when the Wolf had spotted 
a tattoo on some bro and had to 
have one just like it for himself. It 
was a spectacular snake, wrapped 
around the guy's forearm so that the 
head was slithering up his biceps. 
The colors gleamed brilliantly. 
Wolf had seen a lot of tats before, 
but never one with this kind of 
detail or artistry. 

He learned from the bro that the 
artist was some weird bitch who 
lived alone in the swamp. Wolf got 
directions, but no one else in the 
club wanted to go. They would all 
meet later back at the clubhouse. 
Wolf had dragged along Skag, the 
newest member, mostly just to 
have someone to kick around and 
abuse on the way. 


Skag went along to prove 
himself to Wolf and, in so doing, 
to the club. He was reluctant, 
though, because of the Wolf's гер. 
Everybody knew what an asshole 
and buddy-fucker Wolf was. Once, 
while camping out, Wolf had shit 
on a bro while the bro was passed 
out on the ground. He also liked to 
stick a chick's head into a toilet 
bowl and flush it, just so he could 
watch her hair go down the drain. 
Even worse, he was a miser and a 
cheat, and if you made the mistake 
of loaning him anything, you could 
kiss it goodbye. But the Wolf was 
big, like with a capital B, and he 
knew how to throw his weight 
around. As a result, the clubhouse 
was his. 

"C'mon, puppy," Wolf ordered. 
The two crept forward slowly on 
their scoots, careful not to veer off 
the narrow trail into the swamp 
muck on either side. 

The dying sun cast strange 


২ 


shadows across their path, making 
the swamp look even more dismal 
and primeval. As they drew nearer, 
Skag noticed that the outside of the 
cabin was decorated with animal 
pelts and various bones, some of 
which looked human. The skull 
mounted above the doorway was 
certainly human. | 
They stopped in front of this 
doorway. Moments later the door 
creaked slowly open and а гауеп- 


haired beauty stepped out. She was - 


dressed in black cloth, stitched all 
of one piece and cut short to reveal 
her trim, shapely body. The 
neckline was low over breasts that 
looked as if they might burst from 
the dress at any moment. A 
necklace of animal bones hung 
from her slim neck. To Skag she 
seemed almost cat-like, narrow-of- 
eye like an Oriental, but clearly not 
Oriental. 

She eyed the two men 
suspiciously. When she shifted her 
weight, the bracelets on her wrists 
and ankles clanked. Skag cut his 
engine seconds before Wolf did. The 
woman glared at them through a 
long silence before speaking in a 
muted, whispery voice. "What is it 
you want?" 

Wolf met her narrow-eyed stare 
as he spoke. "Is this the place that 
gives tats like I've never seen 
before?" 

"Who wants to know?" 

"Name's Wolf." 

At the mention of Wolf's name, 
the woman smiled faintly. Her 
gorgeous, yet mysterious face only 
caused Wolf and Skag to notice 
further how truly beautiful she was. 
Her figure was flawless and 
enticing, with long, lean legs, 
slender hips and full, round breasts. 
"Come in then, Wolf." 

When she turned, the skirt rode 
up in back, revealing half of a firm, 
tight ass. Wolf and Skag grinned to 
each other as they parked their 
scoots and entered the tiny cabin. 
The room was lit by a few black 
candles. A single ember glowed in 
the stone fireplace. Strange fetishes 
of bone and hide hung around the 
room. 

The woman turned and faced 
Skag and Wolf, then sat down 
slowly on the fur-covered floor. The 
candlelight cast weird shadows on 
her hauntingly beautiful face, 
almost hypnotizing the two men. 

"So which do you want?" Her 


tone was of complete boredom. 

Wolf stepped forward, glancing 
down at her white breasts, like 
polished marble against the black 
dress. "The snake. I want the 
python. Coiled around my forearm 
with the head on my bicep. You 
know which one I mean?" 

"Of course I know it," she 
smiled. "It will cost you." 

"Don't worry, I got the bread." 
Wolf pulled a wad of bills out of 
his pocket. 

She smiled again, then pulled out 
a leather bag and opened it, 
extracting several jars of different 
colored paints, a leather pouch and a 
ball of very fine string. The pouch 
opened to show a set of long, 
narrow brass needles. When she 
started to unwind the string, Wolf 
interrupted her. 

"What the hell is that shit?" 

She looked at him calmly, as if 
at a child. "You wish a tattoo, do 
you not?" | 

Now Wolf wasn't new to tats. He 
had a burning skull on one shoulder 
and an eagle on the opposite 
forearm. But he'd never seen 
equipment like hers before. It 
looked like it belonged in some 
shaman's medicine bag. 

"Yeah, I want a tat, but what the 
hell is that shit." 

"I utilize an ancient method for 
painting skin. I doubt that you have 
ever hear of it, The ancient Gauls 
and Romans used it, but.the method 
was lost over the years. I have 
found that it leaves a most desirable 
effect. I simply dip the string in the 
desired pigment and run it under 
your skin with one needle, pricking 
it with another needle at the same 
time. However, it is fairly painful, 
50 if you're scared--" 

"Bullshit. Just make it the best." 

Wolf sat down next to her. The 
woman moved a candle close to his 
arm, then began. Across the room 
Skag watched. As the mysterious 
woman worked her needles and 
string, Wolf's entire body tensed 
and grew rigid. His jaw tightened, 
his fists clenched and rivulets of 
sweat streamed down his face as he 
fought the pain. 

She worked smoothly and 
steadily, first dipping the string, 
then slowly running it under Wolf's 
skin. His only moments of relief 
were the brief times when she 
stopped to wipe away the blood 
with a cloth. 


To make points with the Wolf, 
Skag went out to his bike and 
brought back a bottle of Jack 
Daniels. Wolf immediately took a 
big gulp, then wiped his brow with 
the hand holding the bottle and 
continued watching the woman. 

After a while Skag relaxed and 
drifted off to sleep. When he 
awaoke, all the candles had burned 
themselves out except the one the 
woman was working by. 9195 - 
slowly raised himself off the floor 
and stomped his left leg to wake it 
up. He stretched a little, glancing 
out the open doorway. It was late 
night, but he had no idea how long 
he'd slept. 

Aimlessly, Skag wandered around 
the room, looking at the relics and 
carvings hung here and there. He 
picked up an old book and started to 
thumbing through it. 

The woman glanced up and saw 
Skag nosing around. "If there 
something you were looking for?" 

Startled, he put down the book 
and glanced over at Wolf. There was 
less than an inch of the Black Jack 
left and the Wolf looked wasted. 
The woman was finishing up, 
putting the last touches on the head 
of the snake. 

Even in the dim light, Skag 
could see the rich, vivid colors of 
the tattoo. He stepped closer and 
peered down at the snakehead. The 
eyes were a bright, irridescent red. 
They held his attention like a 
magnet. "Fuck me," he muttered in 
amazement. 

. Wolf blinked up at Skag through 
blurry, bloodshot eyes, then turned 
back toward the woman. She sat 
back, finished. She shook her jet- 
black hair as if trying to stay 
awake. Wolf raised his arm and | 
smiled, admiring his tat. The tail of 
the python started at his wrist and 
the body coiled up his arm, the 
reptilian head ending at mid-bicep. 
Wolf got up slowly, still looking 
at 1t. 

The woman spoke quietly. "The 
money, please. Five hundred." 

Wolf braced his feet wide so he 
wouldn't fall down, then grinned 
stupidly. "How about beads or 
wampum?" ` | 

She stopped putting away her 
tools and glared up at Wolf. 
Suddenly the air was supercharged 
with tension. Skag stepped back. 

"Five hundred dollars!" she 
repeated. 
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"How about I just fuck you and 
we'll call it even, bitch!" 

The woman moved her hand 
under a rug, but Wolf grabbed her 
by the hair and jerked her up before 
she could reach whatever weapon 
she might have been reaching for. 
Then he threw her down and fell on 
top of her, pinning her arms down. 

Wolf clutched her dress and 
ripped open the front. "Let's see 
those tits." As if by command, her 
firm white breasts tumbled out. 
"That's more like it," the Wolf 
rasped out. 

Skag grabbed Wolf by the 
shoulder. "C'mon, man. I don't 
trust this witch. This whole place 
gives me the creeps. Let's go!" 

Wolf swung at Skag, sending 
him reeling. "You fuckin' pussy. 
Lay your hands on me again and I'll 
rip your heart out!" 

The woman struggled, but even 
drunk, Wolf was too big and too 
strong. "You know, bitch," Wolf 
said, pulling down his jeans. "You 
hurt me with those needles. Now 
I'm gonna stick you with 
somethin'. See if this hurts." With 
a leering grin, he thrust himself 
viciously into her. 

Skag walked outside and waited 
by his bike. He could hear her 
cursing Wolf as he raped her. 

Inside, Wolf finished and stopped 
to catch his breath. The woman 
spat on him. "You'll pay for this, 
Wolf," she hissed. "Even the wolf 
fears the snake." Wolf laughed, then 
stood up and buckled his pants and 
staggered out the door. 

He was straddling his scoot when 
she stepped out of the doorway and 
pointed her finger accusingly at 
him. "The snake stalks in silence. 
No one sees, no one hears. Yours 
will be a special death, Wolf. Your 
fear will be as paralyzing as the 
snake's deadly venom. Your breath 
will be crushed from you as from 
the coils of the python. 

"Hear this, Wolf! Your death will 
be agonizingly slow and unbearably 
miserable. The snake's venom will 
burn in your veins, his coils will 
crush the life out of you. You are 
cursed, Wolf. With your last breath, 
you will remember me!" 

.. Wolf glared up at the narrow-eyed 
woman, then smiled and started up 
his scoot. He turned the Harley 
around carefully and started back up 
the path, Skag close behind. 

Skag glanced over his shoulder 


once to see her still poised in the 
doorway, then everything behind 
faded into the inky darkness. The 
headlights of the Harleys probed the 
eerie night swamp as the two riders 
retraced their tracks. 

Skag felt relieved to be on his 
bike. As long as he had his scoot, 
everything would be all right. Like 
when he was a kid and hid under the 
covers where it was safe. Only he 
wasn't a kid now, and there weren't 
any covers to hide under. Still, the 
throaty rumble of his machine was 
reassuring. 

They made it out of the swamp 
and onto a dirt road just before 
dawn, letting their Harleys open up 
and breathe the fresh, morning air. 
Soon they were on the two-lane 
headed for New Orleans. 

Wolf was riding just ahead of 
Skag when he suddenly went rigid, 
clutching his newly-tattooed arm. 
His bike veered into the oncoming 
lane, then crossed back, almost 
colliding with Skag before pulling 
over to stop. 

By the time Skag got turned 
around, Wolf was doubled over his 
bike, teeth clenched in pain. Skag 
pulled up behind him and rushed 
over. "What the fuck, Wolf, you 
nearly--" 

He stopped in amazement at the 
sight of Wolf's arm. It was swollen 
twice normal size and Wolf was 
cursing with every breath. "That 
fuckin' whore! That filthy witch!" 

"It's probably just infected, Wolf. 
We'll get back to the clubhouse and 
see what can be done about it. Can 
you still ride?" 

"It'll be a cold day in hell when І 
can't ride," Wolf gasped. 

They pushed on, stopping often 
to get gas and to soak Wolf's arms 
in cold water. 

"That whore! I'm goin' back and 
cut her fuckin' heart out!" 

Skag kept quiet and looked down 
at Wolf's arm. The arm was 
swollen, but Skag remembered the 
snake's head as ending at mid-becep. 
Now it lay on Wolf's lower 
shoulder, and the tail seemed 
slightly higher too, as if the entire 
snake had shifted upward. 

"Help me, man," Wolf pleaded. 
"Help me!" 

"Hold on, Wolf, the clubhouse is 
just up ahead." Even as Skag 
spoke, he could see the swelling get 
worse. The serpent's head was now 
well over Wolf's shoulder. 
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The clubhouse was full when 
Wolf and Skag came shooting up 
the driveway. Wolf fell off his hog, 
letting it crash into the side of the 
building. Everyone came running 
out to see Wolf flopping on the 
ground, Skag bent over him. 

"What's he on now," a bored 
voice asked. 

The tone of Skag's voice, serious 
but urgent, galvanized the entire 
groups attention. "Just help me get 
him into the clubhouse." Everyone 
immediately hustled the screaming 
biker inside to a room off the main 
hall. 

Huddled around Skag, they all 
listened to him tell the story, 
pausing occasionally when Wolf 
howled too loud or pounded on the 
wall in his misery. By the time 


Skag was done, every eye was wide. 


"You guys can think what you 
want to, but that's the fuckin' 
truth!" 

An insane shriek reverberated 
from the next room. Everyone 
jumped up and ran inside. Wolf was 
on the floor, writhing in grotesque 
convulsions, foam slobbering from 
his lips. The tattoo was coiled 
around his neck and he appeared to 
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be clutching at it. 


Suddenly a huge bubble of blood 
burst out of Wolf's mouth. In a 
panic, half the bikers dashed out of 
the tiny room and through the front 
door of the clubhouse. A few others 
hesitated, but then quickly 
followed. Only two stayed with 
Skag, and none of them could bear 
to watch, so they all backed slowly 
out of Wolf's room. 

They stood around for a few 
minutes that seemed like hours, 
listening to the Wolf and trying to 
believe this wasn't happening. 
Nobody really liked Wolf, but none 
of them would've wished this death 
on their worst enemy. 

All sound from Wolf's room 
stopped. Everyone paused, listening 
intently. First came a long silence, 
then Wolf began to shriek like a 
madman, over and over and over. 

Skag rushed to the door and tried 
to open it, but it was sealed. "What 
the hell? There's no lock on this 
door! Somebody gimme a hand!" 

Everyone froze. It was plain that 
ПО One was going into that room. 
Wolf's screaming continued. Even 
Skag was becoming unnerved. 

Suddenly there came the sounds 


of a desperate struggle in the next 
room. Wolf cried out twice for 
help, then his voice sounded 
muffled and stopped completely. 

Skag pumped up his courage and 
kicked the door. Once, twice, then 
it swung open and he rushed into 
the room. 

Wolf was dead. He lay on his 
stomach on the floor, one leg bent. 
up under him. His head was twisted 
all the way around, his face 
contorted in a death rictus, his 
mouth open as if he were still 
screaming. 

Skag cautiously stepped closer 
and looked down. What he saw 


made his jaw drop open. The skin 


on Wolf's left arm was as clean as 

when he'd sat down in front of the 

swamp woman. There was no sign 
of the tattoo anywhere. 

Amazed almost beyond belief, 
Skag started to sit down and think 
it all over when a movement in the 
corner of the room caught his eye. 

He'd never be able to say for sure 
because he only saw the tail, but it 
had looked like a python, a big one, 
maybe ten feet long, slithering over 
the window sill out of the 
clubhouse. 
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Photos From Dave Martin 


Tattooing is as popular as it ever 
has been on the island of Great 
Britain. The English go in for some 
pretty radical lifestyles. Punk 
rockers strut peacock colored 
mohawks. Mods dress up in Miami 
Vice pastels and crash around on 
their motor scooters. Rastas blow 
ganja, blast Reggae and let their 
dreadlocks grow. Rockers, bikers, 
skin heads and all sorts of trendy 
and not so trendy people make up 
the scattered subcultures that have 
proliferated in England over the past 
decade. 

For many of these subcultures, 
like the punk rockers and bikers, 
tattooing is as much a part of 
dressing up as shaving your head in 
a mohawk, piercing your nose or 
ear, Or zipping up your leather 
jacket and buckling your steel-toed 
boots. The economy might be 
down on the islands, but tattooing 
is finding it's way into just about 
every level of British life. 

Dave's Tattooing is just a short 
trip from New York. A short trip, 
that is, by Concorde from JFK 
Airport in New York City. Then 
when you land about three hours 
later at London's Heathrow Airport, 
you just grab a car for Cornwall. 

All sorts of people make it by 
Dave's shop looking for skin art. 


I 


All 


sorts come to Dave's for tattoos from bikers 


to women. 
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He confesses that he likes tattooing 
bikers and women best. The women 
first, though, then the bikers. No 
offense to the bikers, but the 
women smell nicer and are loads 
easier to look at. 

When he's not tied down at his 
shop coming up with cover-up or 
custom designs for the more 
demanding customers, Dave makes 
it to some of the international 
tattoo conventions and happenings. 
He keeps in contact with artists and 
fans the world over and is ready 
with some of the more off-the-wall 
requests. English customers seem 
to look for increasingly more far- 
out designs. _ 

Dave's Tattooing is easy to find. 
If you know your way around 
Cornwall you probably already 
know where it's at. You can find it 
on 20 Gwavas Street, Penzance, 
Cornwall. If you want to call ahead 
the number is 0736-67840. It never 
hurts to call ahead, as you never 
know where Dave might be off to 
or doing. 

Look forward to pictures from 
Dave in this and our sister 
publication, Biker Lifestyle 
Magazine, in the future. He told us 
there's more on the way. 

We can't wait to see them. 


цагг 
¡A Sei 


TATTOO - SUMMER 1986 57 


NIE W 

У ОЛОК 
CHI 
ЛАЛЛГОО 


Origins 


By Michael McCabe 


Ne York City tattooing, long 
known for its direct, straight- 
forward style expressing sentiments 
of loyalty and love, had its 'origins 
in the pre-Civil War areas now 
known as Chatham Square (the 
Bowery, then called "Thieves 
Highway”), and Hell's Half Acre. 
Deep-water mariners as well as 
street-bred rough and tumblers 
frequented what soon became the 
two most widely-known and 
respected tattoo centers in the 
world, 

Long before Samuel O'Reilly set 
up shop in Chatham Square with 
his "electric machines," tattooing 
had a distinct presence in New 
York. Any sailor at the time who 
wandered a few blocks down South 
Street from the docks would've 
found himself in the middle of a 
run-down, overcrowded tenement 
area where the population often 
exceeded 15,000 per square mile. 
These were rough streets too, 
controlled by the likes of Patsy 
Conroy and the Daybreak Boys. If 
the same sailor made it back to his 
ship with his teeth and purse intact, 
he was lucky. 

The center of this world was 
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Chatham Square. People 
congregated there, among the 
flophouses, gin mills, dime 
museums, and burlesque theatres, 
looking for entertainment. Mariners 
and sailors alike caroused away their 
shore leave in the beer halls and 
cathouses there. Confidence men 
and cut purses fleeced inexperienced 
seamen, many of whom drowned 
their sorrows in the bitter-sweet 
smoke of the opium dens along 
Doyers and Pell streets. 

There were a lot of tattoos. 
Everything ranging from personal 
amulets to gang markings to 
protective charms, but especially 
patriotic columbias proclaiming 
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allegiance to the nation. Before he 
fled New York for a more notorious 
career in the west, Billy the Kid had 
dots and crosses tattooed on his 
hands. New York City police 
inspector Thomas Byrnes reported 
in the mid-19th century that most 
of the "downtown underworld 
characters" bore extensive hand-done 
tattoos. 

Most tattooists of that day were 
transient, working the circus or 
carnival wheels, or followed the 
fleets, setting up on South Street 
when the time came. This was 
before tattoo machines, when most 
people either tattooed themselves or 
had it done by friends or cohorts. 


Seamen passed the long hours 
aboard ship pricking designs into 
their own skin or that of their 
mates. Like as not, these designs 
were as patriotic as they were 
protective, though it wasn't 
uncommon to find sailors on 
fighting ships rubbing gunpowder 
into their fresh tattoos, as if 
possessed some magical powers of 
longevity. The seamen of that day 
were the most experienced with 
tattoos because they traveled so 
extensively, something few people 
did then. They saw the dragons of 
China Station, the Christian 
charms of the Mediterranean, and 
the highly-decorated designs of Edo 
and Yokohama. Sailors bearing 
these exotic designs, among 
countless others, passed through the 
port of New York everyday, greatly 
influencing and broadening the very 
concept of tattooing itself. 

With the outbreak of the Civil 
War, thousands of men too poor to 
buy their way out of the draft were 
conscripted into the Union Army. 
Thousands of these same men were 
tattooed on the battlefields. 

Martin Hildebrandt, one of the 
first American tattooists of record, 
was just such a migrant battlefield 
tattooer. He was indifferent to 
politics, running back and forth 
from the Confederate to the Union 
side, setting up shop wherever the 

trade was best. 
` -` The demand for patriotic designs 
grew tremendously during the war. 
Tattoos of major battles, complete 
with locations of the key 
exchanges, were very popular. Like 
the worldly mariners of the time, 
tattooed soldiers returning home 
from the battlefields made an 
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impression on the tattoo scene in 
New York City. 
Tattooing was revolutionized by 
Samuel O'Reilly's invention of the 
"electric tattoo machine" in the last 
decade of the 19th Century. The 
time required to complete a design 
went from hours to minutes, 
moving the art away from 
personally conceived, hand-picked 
designs towards established flash 
with its distinctly different feel. 
The years ahead would see vast 
improvements in O'Reilly's 
machine, plus the formation of 
numerous tattoo equipment 
manufacturing companies, which 
worked to standardize the industry. 
At the time O'Reilly set up shop 
in Chatham Square, thousands of 
new recruits were shipping out for 
battle in the Spanish-American war. 
His machine made the art fast and 
profitable. As a result he was 
literally flooded with business, 
often grossing over $100.00 a day, 
a fortune in 1890s America. It 
wasn't long before a lot of people 
Started getting in on the act. 
Towards the end of the 19th 
Century, a large percentage of the 
transient tattooists who had been 
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traveling around the United States 
began to settle down. Many of 
them came to New York, which had 
always been a tattoo town. For 
years, canvasbacks had been 
displayed in the dime museums 
along the Bowery. 

The usual set-up for a tattooist at 
the time was to rent a space in the 
back of a barber shop, putting the 
flash in the window up front. With 
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a war on, New York harbor was 
awash in ships and sailors. The 
fast, colorful work to be obtained 
there became the favorite of the 
fleets, setting the standard for the 
rest of the world. 

Tattooing really tock off in New 
York City at the turn of the 
century. A sleek, new invention 
that halved the time and allowed for 
radically different work, back-to- 
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back wars, and a tattoo fashion fad 
initiated by the aristocracy of 
Europe all combined to keep the 
tattoo parlors in Chatham Square 
and along Sands Street busy from 
morning to night. 

Then as now, every artist 
attempted to separate himself from 
the crowd with specialties ranging 
from the pragmatic to the eccentric. 
One who elevated himself above the 
rest was Charlie Wagner, a former 
waterfront watchman who became 
O'Reilly's apprentice. Wagner gave 
himself the title of "Professor," and 
after O'Reilly's death in 1908, 
became recognized as the premier 
tattoo artist in New York City. 

At the same time, other artists 
boasted of cheaper prices, novel 
designs, better colors, or secret 
removal techniques, the more 
bizarre of which called for the use 
of mother's milk. Also popular 
then was the cosmetic correction of 
blackened eyes with a smear of 
white ink. For a while, tattooists 
were imported from Japan. 
Professional rivalry in the Square 

was hot. 
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Wagner was able to climb to the 
top of this heap, partly because of 
his gift of gab, and partly because 
of the exposure he received by 
tattooing a few of the celebrities of 
the time such as famous side-show 
performer May Arturora, among 
others. 

Refusing to use stencils, Wagner 
only worked freehand. He considered 
the majority of his competition to 
be mere jaggers, and may have been 
correct in his thinking. For while 
names like Adam Ogent, Joe 
Vanhart, Lew Alberts, and Millie 
Hall stand out, no one achieved 
Wagner's fame or notoriety. 

The expansion of popular culture 
in America that accompanied World 
War II had a dramatic impact on 
tattooing. Long a religious country, 
America had been at war four times 
in the last 56 years, This worked to 
keep patriotic and religious flash a 
popular request. 

However, the end of WWI saw a 
reformation of this attitude, moving 
away from the traditional 
boundaries of God and country. In 
order to keep pace with this new 
complexity, tattooing also had to 
change, and did. 
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New York tattooists became very 
adaptable. They had to be. 
Changing styles and trends hit New 
York long before the rest of the 
country. New flash developed 
reflecting the tempo of the times: 
comic strip characters like Mickey 
Mouse and Felix the Cat, 
Lindbergh's crossing, stars and 
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From San Frang 


“INTRODUCING SKIN ILLUSTRATIONS - 
бо Michael Chavez 
Down In The Alley Tattooing 
Custom & Original - Portraits - Fine Lines 


Repairs - Cover-Ups - LADIES WELCOME 
"Where Originality Stands Out From The Rest" 
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starlets of the silver screen, even 
words and phrases that were 
popularized in the press. Cosmetic 
tattooing had its origins during this 


. time period, with many artists 


offering specialties such as moles 
and beauty marks, rosy cheeks and 
red lips. As a result, tattooists in 
Chatham Square stayed busy right 


Call for Appointment 
(412) 731-3462 
Penn Hills, PA 


CLEAN 
HIGH DETAIL 
BRIGHT COLORS 


Total Privacy 
is assured 


Mon- Sat 


10 am to 7 pm 


up until the Crash of '29. 

After Black Tuesday, everything 
began to die. With merchant 
shipping drying up and the U. S. 
Navy in the Pacific, it wasn't long 
before Chatham Square saw 
breadlines instead of lines of 
customers eagerly waiting for a 
tattoo. The beer halls and burlesque 


OF 
OUTLAWS 


by Bob Bitchin 


“.. without a doubt the best work 
yet in motorcycle fiction.” 
- BIKER NEWSMAGAZINE 


е А NEW BOOK ও 


by Bob Bitchin 


A collection of stories 


America. All true and 
never boring! 
“This book takes the motorcycle touring world 
and puts it into truly demented dimensions.” 
- FTW NEWSMAGAZINE 
Not Available In Book Stores 


TO: BIKER PRESS 


Just 75 se 


Redondo Beach, CA 90277 


Please send me: 


No foreign money please 


Inquiries copies of “BIKER” 
І enclose 7.95 + 1.00 postage/ handling per copy 


ADDRESS 
CITY 
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BROTHERHOOD 


A look into the lifestyle 
of the outlaw biker. True to life and exciting! 


that shows what it's like 
to ride the highways of 


Dealer _— copies of “A BROTHERHOOD OF OUTLAWS" 


theatres that had catered to the 
tattooing crowd began to close up. 
Many artists packed it in and moved 
on. Those who stayed dropped their 
prices considerably. The forecast 
was gloomy. 

It took the Second World War to 
revitalize the industry, although it 
never returned to its former glory. 
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FANTASY 


ILLUSTRATIONS 


Finest in The Midwest 


Professional Tattoo Work by Kevin 
Cronin and Nipper 


Private Studio 


Exotic Body Piercing 
Body Painting 
Temporary Tattoos 


Our Work Speaks For Itself 


FINE LINE DESIGNS 
UNLIMITED COLORS 


Hours: Noon till 10:00pm 
Monday - Saturday 


432 University Ave. W. 
St. Paul, Minnesota 55103 


By this time most of the trade had 
moved to Coney Island where a few 
artists from the Square had 
summered through the years. With 
the extension of the subway system 
in the 20s, Coney Island blossomed 
into a playground of popular 
entertainment known the world 
over. Each summer saw millions of 
people escaping the steaming 
Streets of Manhattan and Brooklyn 
for only a nickle subway ride. 

Coney Island soon became the 
center of tattoo in New York City. 
A section near the Boardwalk even 
earned the nickname "Tattoo 
Alley," where well-known artists 
like Brooklyn Blackie worked on 
servicemen and civilians alike. 

The rowdy days of the Thieves 
Highway were gone for good. 
Chatham Square was, for all 
intents, dead, various reform groups 
were trying to clean up the Lower 
East Side, Chinatown was 
expanding, and the Port of New 
York was losing more and more 
Shipping to Jersey. Only a few 
memories were left in the tattoos of 
the old men milling about and 
chatting in the barber shops and 
newstands. 
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Montana's First 
& Finest in Skin Art 


By Rick Box 


Photos By Rick Box & Rosco Knight 


It was acool day in June of 1978 
when another paragraph was written 
in Montana history. Deacon Raty 
and Buz Bailey, both Montana 
natives, opened the first and only 
tattoo shop in the state. 

On opening day, representatives 
from the local newspapers, TV and 
radio were present to wish the duo 
the best of luck. Slightly taken 
back by the positive press and 
supportive attitude of the 
community, our new businessmen 
set forth, working 10-14 hour days, 
six days a week. 

The local newspaper, The 
Billings Gazette, ran an extensive 
article on the shop which included 
color photos as well as background 
on Deacon and Buz and the work 
they've done. Positive press like 
this accounts for the shop drawing 
‘customers from a large area that 
includes northern Wyoming, eastern 
Montana, North and South Dakota 
and even Canada. 

At the end of their second year of 
partnership, Deacon sold his 
interest in the shop to Buz. The 
ownership has remained the same to 
this day. 

Buz's interest in art goes all the 
way back to his junior high days 
and follwed into his time at college. 
When he began tattooing, most of 
his work was done in three-needle 
outline with five-needle fill. As 
times and styles changed, so did 

Buz. Now his work is almost 
exclusively in single-needle outline. 

The work done out here in the 
Wild West doesn't differ much from 
that done all over the country. 
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Виту putting the final 
touches on the lady's piece. 
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Deacon and Buzy opened the 
first tattoo shop in the 
state of Montana. 
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банан, 


Buz helps a customer look through the flash book. 


The walls are covered with interesting designs. 


at Tattoo Art. 
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About 45-percent of the jobs are 
cover-up work. The rest is original 
art off the wall or custom-designed 
for the customer. 

The shop has been in the 
community for over seven years. 
There is no problem with public 
acceptance. Buz's contributions to 
local civic affairs include helping 
patrons of the local rescue mission 
and area Boy's Clubs. 


Back in 1982, a piece of Buz's 
work was entered in competition at 
the World Tattoo Convention held 
in Minneapolis, Minnesota. As a 
result he was awarded second place 
in the Tattooed Ladies division. (Oh 
well, who wants to be number one? 
A guy could get stuck on himself 
and we can't have that) 

Not too long ago, Buz put 
together a mobile shop. He travels 
to most of the major events in the 
area, including the contract he has 
to cover events sponsored by the 
motorcyclists’ rights organization, 
ABATE of Wyoming. 

If you're ever in Billings, 
Montana, stop by and see Buz at 
Tattoo Art, at 2323 Belknap 
Avenue. If you want to call ahead, 
the number is 245-0851. You can't 
go wrong. They offer professional 
skin art. Clean and private service 
is a fact of life at this shop. 

The state of Montana just 
wouldn't be the same without 
Tattoo Art. 

Ask anyone who's been there. 
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BLACKWORK, THE WARRIOR CODE & HORIMONO ` 


er. 


By Tattoo Bob 
Power : Cell Productions 


attoos have been worn throughout ' 
history predominantly by two 
distinct groups in the social: 
hierarchies of man: royalty and 
outlaws. King George V, the Duke of 
Clarence, Duke Alfred of Edinburgh, 
Prince Phillipe de Caramen Chimay, . 
Princess de Sagan, Czar. Nickolas П. 
of Russia, and Queen Olga of Greece, 
among others, all possessed tattoos. 
The practice of tattoo art among 
outlaws has been considerably more : 
prevalent. Outlaw castes of Japan, > 
notably the Yacuza, have sported ` ` 
tattoos for centuries. Tattooing 
within various outlaw groups of the 
United States and other western ` 
nations has become particularly. 
widespread. 
Although an individual need not 
possess a royal or outlaw mentality 
to obtain a tattoo, social, religious. 
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and legal proscriptions against 
tattooing have acted to bar most 
followers and. conformists from this 
art form. Apart from their decorative 
and artistic value, tattoos are a 
spirited declaration of independence 
and self-determination, so it's not 
. Surprising that bikers and 
 iconoclasts everywhere have adopted 
this means of expression as their 
own. | 
Tattoo art in the United States has 
been undergoing substantial changes 
. in style, quality and technique over 
the past twenty-five years. This 
transformation is largely due to the 
increasing influence of Oriental art, 
primarily from Japan, and 
blackwork, a new style of tattooing 
born out of the outlaw sub-cultures 
of the western United States. 
Because the tattoo buying public is 
becoming more quality conscious 
when selecting a tattoo, these 
' sources of influence are worthy of 
examination. : | 
Japanese tattoo art, horimono si. 
(literally, digging in the skin), 
matured as an art form during the 
1700s and has flourished almost 
unchanged in spite of various legal 
“ prohibitions, the last of which was 
not officially rescinded until 1945. 
- The distinctive style of ` ` 23 
contemporary Japanese tattoo art is - 
based, to a large extent, on the work 
of Hokisai, Kuniyoshi and Utamaro, 
three influential and widely- às 
acclaimed artists of the early 1800's. ~ 
Themes created by these artists 
typically revolve around the Samurai 
warrior, often portrayed attacking 
monsters, battling one another, or 
riding dragons or giant carp. 
Animals, plants, flowers and 5 
abstract designs interweave, border .. 
and constrast central elements of 
composition in the flowing stylistic 
fashion distinctive to Japanese art. 
The traditional and still preferred 
method of tattooing employed by: 
the. Japanese is done without the aid 
of electrically powered equipment or 
even needles. Instead, tattooists 
utilize a series of triangular edged 
awls or gouges to force the 
| be pigments under the skin. A brush is 
held in the left hand and used to | 
hold dyes of various colors, | 
including black ог sumi (which turns 
to prussian blue under the skin), 
green, yellow, light blue and red 
made from a material so toxic that a 
client can tolerate only small 
amounts at a single sitting. The awl 
or gouge is rubbed aginst the дуе, ` 
brush and then pushed under the 
skin. Once a thick outline is 
completed in sumi, the appropriate 
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colored dyes are applied by 
repeating the process in much the 
same manner as one fills in a 
coloring book. In order to maintain 
a clean working surface, the 
tattooist must continually sponge 
away blood and excess pigment The 
process is time consuming, painful 
and very expensive if done by.a well 
known artist such as Horitake. A full 
body suit (styled in the 1700's to 
cover the chest, shoulders, upper 
arms, sides, back, buttock and 
thighs, leaving only a narrow, 
untouched strip extending from the 
throat of the genitals and down the 
side of each thigh) may take well 
over a year to complete and may 
cost many of thousands of dollars. 

Blackwork and horimono, while 
representing two widely divergent 
approaches to skin illustration, have 
a number of characteristics in 
common. Both blackwork and 
horimono originated out of the 
outlaw subcultures of their respective 
countries, and blackwork, like 
horimono, was initially done by 
hand without the aid of electrically 
powered equipment. Furthermore, 
both artforms evolved and flourished 
in environments where legal 
proscriptions against tattooing were 
mandated by government authority. 
Finally, blackwork, again like 
horimono, places great value on the 
artistic excellence of the work 
created, utilizes a time consuming ` 
process and is very expensive. But 
here the similarities end. 

Blackwork generally rejects the 
abstract: designs and stylistic 
approach characteristic of Japanese 
art in favor of realism and artistic 
themes which reflect western culture 
and values. Unlike horimono, which 
has changed very little over the past 
several centuries, blackwork 
continues to evolve. The hand 
powered rigs originally used by 
practitioners of blackwork have 
been abandoned for electrical _ 
machines which employ a single, 
very fine needle, as opposed to the 
commercial, multi-needle 
attachments utilized by most tattoo 
parlors in the United States. Such 
custom-made, single-needle 
machines are necessary for the 
execution of high detail and the 
various shading techniques required 
to produce a full range of halftones 
and textures demanded by realism. 
Recent advances in equipment and 
technique currently enable the 

qualified blackwork artist to 
duplicate the smooth shading 
transitions of the finest pencil 
drawing, as well as the most 
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intricate and detailed techniques of 
pen and ink composition. In order 
to acheive the fine, highly detailed 
results characteristic of blackwork, 
only minimal injury can be inflicted 

on the skin. This requirement has 
caused blackwork to become perhaps 
the least painful form of tattoo art 
yet perfected. Bleeding caused by the 
fine single needle is almost 
nonexistant and the completed work 
of art heals in about 72 hours, 
without a scab if proper care is 
taken of the tattoo. 

Traditional blackwork, as its 
name suggests, is totally void of 
color. Although some blackwork 
artists argue that the absence of 
color minimizes the possibility of 
an allergic reaction to pigment and 
otherwise facilitates healing, color 
avoidance is primarily a result of 
aesthetic judgments made by the 
predominately male clientel who 
patronize the artform. These 
individuals would not wear bright, 
multi-colored clothing or subject 
their Harleys or autos to a rainbow 
paint job, and they refuse to wear 
tattoo art that does not conform to 
their preferred mode of self- 
expression. For years the existence 
of blackwork was virtually unknown 
due to its exclusive nature and 
development outside the mainstream 
of commercial tattooing. While any 
individual might obtain a 
commerical tattoo simply by 
entering a parlor with the means to 
pay for a selected design, blackwork 
was subject to the harsh, warrior 
oriented code of honor which 
dominates outlaw life in prison. 
Rats, homosexuals, "James" and 
others who could not gain the 
respect of their outlaw peers were 
denied access to blackwork. Even 
now, the services of recognized 
blackwork masters, including Tattoo 
Bob of Power Cell Productions and 
Ed Hardy of San Francisco, are not 
readily available to the general 
public. Although artists like Jack 
Rudy of Anaheim, California are 
helping to popularize the art among 
the general tattoo cliental. 

In conclusion, the combined 
influence of horimono and 
blackwork upon commercial 
tattooing is having a revolutioary 
effect on the character and quality of 
art generated by the tattoo 
profession as a whole. The ongoing 
rise in the popularity and quality of 
tattoo art has aleady reached an 
unprecedented level, and continued 
advancement seems certain to 
continue well into the foreseeable 
future. 
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Not a bikers book about tattoos, 
but a tattoo magazine on the art of tattooing. 
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QUARTERLY 


+ 


The only magazine devoted totally to the art of tattooing. The latest designs a 
and "flash" by the best tattooists in the business. Also an inside look at some 
of the shops around the country, and around the world. 


See the latest techniques and innovations, along with coverage of tattoo 
conventions and otherhappenings. — |. ЕТ 


Onl 


22 


(4 issues) 


Randy Nyman has been incarcerated in the 
TDC since 1973. He's done a lot of tattoo 
work, but has been laying low for the past 
few years due to harassment by the 


authorities, including loss of good time and 
such. He expected to be out by now, so 
we're leaving out his address so as not to 
jinx him. 


Kenneth VonMidkiff has been sticking tats 
for about five years now. He uses a single- 
needle bar to outline and a two or three- 
needle bar for different shadings. All his 
work is done freehand behind the walls at 
Angola in Louisiana. Anyone interested in 
Ken's designs can write him at Kenneth 
James VonMidkiff #103033, Camp 
D./Falcon-3, Angola, LA 70712. 
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Ronnie "Roach" Brown is presently doing 
time in McAlester, Oklahoma. He's been 
into tattooing for about four years now. 
This drsgon design was done freehand. 
Anyone interested in Ronnie's art can write 
him at Ronnie "Roach" Brown #115419, PO 
Box 97, McAlester, OK 74502. 


Tattoo Termite is doing time in Texas. He 
still keeps at tattooing when he can. When 
he can't tattoo, he works on drawings. He'll 
be out soon and plans to continue tattooing 
and work toward opening his own shop. 
Termite can be contacted by writing Russell 
Kerr #372499, Clemens Unit, Rt 1, Box 
1077, Brazoria, TX 77422. 


76 TATTOO - SUMMER 1986 


Ф 


Tattoo Eddie says he can draw just about 
anything. He started out doing oil 
paintings. It didn't take long to get into 
custom car, van and bike painting and 
finally tattooing. Eddie doesn't use stencils 
or patterns. He tries to keep each piece 
unique and personal, although he can copy 
other designs just as well. At present he's a 
guest of the Florida State Prison system. If 
they haven't moved him, you can reach him 
at Edward LeVenture #083664, PO Box 628, 
Lake Butler, FL 32054. 
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Timothy Vialpando does original tattoo 
work in EI Reno, Oklahoma. He is serious Са 
about his work and will not accept second > 
rate efforts. Tim does designs for sale to | 
those on the outside. He says his rates are | 
reasonable and can be reached at Timothy 
Vialpando #18119-013, PO Box 1500 
(Co.1), EI Reno, OK 73036. 


TATTOO -SUMMER 1986 77 


You've seen Tattoo Bob's work in previous issues of 
Tattoo. He wrote the story this issue on tattooing and 
the outlaw. Bob's a master of blackwork and operates 
under the name Powercell Productions. 


s been studying 


Connie Cummings ha 
with Greg May for the past eight or 
nine years at his shop, Batavia Tattoos, 
in Illinois. Connie has also studied art in 


various schools and worked at a number 
of tattoo shops. 
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Tawny is the owner of Skin Deep 
Tattooing in Hawaii. The shop has 
a guest artist program where a 
visiting artist can lay a little ink 
while he relaxes in the tropics. It's 
not hard to get artists to come to 
the shop, but once they get there, 
all they want to do is surf and sleep 
in the sun. 


You'll find Gypsy Dan at Mum's Tattoos in the great 
white north of Vancouver, British Columbia. He makes it 
across the border occasionally to check out the tattoo 
scene in the States. 


Wild Bill is well know by 
tattooists and fans the world over. ` 
His distinctive style of blackwork ` 
and his flamboyant personality | 
(hey, this guy lets tarantulas sleep | 
in his mouth) have earned him a 
reputation well beyond the walls of 
his shop in Roseville, California. 
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Creations by Kari . 


For Appointment (714) 774-3259. | 
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